Federal Emergency Management Agency
PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Availability of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment
For the EOC in Dillon County, South Carolina
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice to the public of its intent to assist in the funding of a project located in the Dillon County, South Carolina. This notice applies to the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Grant Program application for the new construction of a multipurpose EOC.   
This public notice concerns activities pertaining to the efforts to avoid or minimize disruption to vital community lifelines . Dillon County proposed to construct a one-story facility that houses the emergency operations center (EOC), 911 Center and Fire Station at 121 Industrial Park Road, Dillion, SC 29536
An Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) has been drafted in accordance with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and regulations adopted pursuant to the Department of Homeland Security Directive Instruction 023-01-001-01, DHS Directive 023-01, and FEMA Directive 108-1.An alternatives analysis was performed, which included the evaluation of the the proposed action and no action alternative. Further detailed descriptions of all alternatives may be reviewed in the draft EA conducted by FEMA or by contacting FEMA-R4EHP@fema.dhs.gov for a copy. The draft SEA is available for public comment and can be viewed on FEMA’s and the applicant’s website at the following locations:
FEMA WEBSITE LOCATION: https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/environmental-historic/nepa-repository
DILLON COUNTY WEBSITE LOCATION: https://www.dilloncountysc.org
A hardcopy of the draft SEA is available for review at the county’s clerical office located at 01 W Main St, Dillon, SC 29536, during the following hours: Monday to Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Easter Standard Time.
The Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires federal agencies to consult with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for effects to federally listed threatened and endangered species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system identifies one (1) mammal, and one (1) bird on the endangered and threatened list and no designated critical habitat in the proposed action area. Informal consultation was initiated on 6/23/2025, and concurrence was received 6/26/2025 of may affect, not likely to adversely affect with conditions.
The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires federal agencies to consider the effects of their undertakings on historic properties. FEMA consulted with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and received concurrence for a determination of No Historic Properties Affected. Tribal consultation letters were submitted to four (4) federally recognized tribes with vested interest in Dillon County, South Carolina. Due to the amount of ground disturbance on previously undisturbed ground at the proposed project location, FEMA requested a Phase I Archaeological Survey of the proposed projects APE. The survey was conducted on 3/17/2025 and consisted of fifteen (15) shovel tests across the APE where ground disturbance is proposed. No archaeological deposits were recovered during this investigation. 
Presidential Executive Orders 11988 and 11990 require that all federal actions in or affecting the floodplain or wetlands be reviewed for opportunities to relocate and evaluated for social, economic, historical, environmental, legal, and safety considerations. The project location is not located within a special flood hazard area, per Dillon County Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) number 45033C0117C, dated May 24, 2011. A review of the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) online mapper, accessed on 11/01/2024, indicates the area is located within a designated wetland. United States Army Core of Engineers (USACE) reviewed the proposed area on 01/18/2024 and provided an approved jurisdictional determination on 6/10/2024 indicating the area “does not contain any aquatic resources, including aquatic resources that would be subject to regulatory jurisdiction under Section 404 of the CWA or Section 10 of the RHA.” AJD # SAC-2024-00093.
This will serve as the final public notice regarding the above-described action funded by the FEMA Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Grant Program. Interested persons may obtain information about these actions by emailing FEMA-R4EHP@fema.dhs.gov. Comments should be sent in writing with the subject line “FEMA Dillon County South Carolina EOC” at the above address within 30 days of the date of this notice.
